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ABSTRACT 

Today, computers enabled architects to represent their ideas in a fast and more 
efficient way compared to making drawings by hand. It enabled architects to 
visualize their ideas in a way that hand drawings cannot. This paper is an attempt to 
make digital reconstructions to provide the visual experiences of the ancient city 
Aphrodisias in westem Asia Minor and its temple dedicated to divine emperors 
known as the Sebasteion of Aphrodisias. Its aim is to show that by using common 
architectural softwares one can overcome the possible problems of graphic 
representations in the history of architecture. Moreover, this study focuses not only 
on the interpretations of the data at hand but also demonstrates how the missing 
information defines and shapes the digital models in order to convey the meaning of 
the buildings. 

Key words: Digital Reconstruction, Visuality, Aphrodisias, the Sebasteion of 
Aphrodisias 

1. INTRODUCTION

It is fascinating to see how architecture evolved in a decade in terms of graphic 
representation tools. When looked at real estate sections of the newspapers or 
advertisements of construction projects viewers mostly "convinced" with 
"breathtaking" animations and graphics where the projects take place in amazing 
landscapes, brand new buildings in perfect weather conditions and everyone is 
happy and content about their life. In short, it is possible for us to say that 3d 
visualization tools are offering a lot to its users in order to represent a prospected 
future not only for the architect and engineers but also to people who has no training 
at those fields at all. On the other hand, when looked at the possibilities to create 
spaces that does not exist in the physical space one might ask can we indeed 
reconstruct a building completely and give the observer an idea about how it looked 
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